
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Parish Catechetical Leader (CLADD) September Professional Development Session with 

Charleen Katra – Executive Director for The National Catholic Partnership on Disability 

(NCPD): 

 

Every family is unique: Some have 

Greater Needs 
Join us for our next professional 

development session for parish 

catechetical leaders on September 23, 

2020 beginning with a virtual 

breakfast gathering at 9:00 am.   

 

Every family, like every parish, is not 

created equal.  Families who have children with disabilities commonly experience isolation, even 

in faith communities, even before 2020.  The dictums of today make accompaniment more 

challenging, but still possible.  This session will assist you in learning how to be a bridge for 

families with greater needs so that our parishes become a more inclusive community, 

encouraging and welcoming all as active members of the Church. 

 

Every parish has families who have a person with disability in their community.  However, many 

have chosen to no longer participate in the Church form many reasons.  This session has a 

message for every catechetical leader whether you are working with adults (elderly to young 

adults), teens, children, and their families.   

 

The agenda for our session is: 

9:00 am – session opens with a virtual hospitality session – bring your coffee, orange 

juice, fruit and pastry and enjoy some opportunity for conversation 

9:30 am – Welcome, introductions and prayer 

9:45 am – Presentation by Charleen Katra, National Catholic Partnership on Disability 

sponsored by Loyola Press  

Question to ponder during presentation that Charleen shares:  Post 

pandemic….how might you imagine your ministry could be more inclusive to 
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better accompany persons with disabilities and their families in the full life of 

church? 

10:30 am – Presentation on new product WanderLight by Maureen Burriesci | 

Educational Consultant Loyola Press 

10:45 am – Break 

11:00 am – Return to Learn discussion and large group sharing 

11:50 am – Announcements and closing prayer. 

 

October is National Disability Employment, Down Syndrome, and Learning Disabilities 

awareness month.  October 4-10 is Mental Health Awareness week.  We encourage you to start 

discussions at your parish of how we can be more inclusive, do an activity or prayer petition to 

raise awareness about persons with disabilities, and share resources.  Who in your parish could 

be an advocate for persons with disabilities? 

 

John Gaffney is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: PCL (CLADD) Professional Development Session with Charleen Katra 

Time: Sep 23, 2020 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88453003034?pwd=aGFKVlRYM3ZYSVlEbENySWx5M0dUZz09  

 

Meeting ID: 884 5300 3034 

Passcode: ypPYF9 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

Meeting ID: 884 5300 3034 

Passcode: 826222 

 

Return to Learn Surveys for the Diocese of Des Moines: 

 

Attached to this e-newsletter is the fall 

return to learn planning for fall 2020.  

This information was shared yesterday 

at the Pastoral Leadership Check-in so 

your pastors should have a copy.    

 

The document is pretty lengthy but the 

key is to:  

 locate parishes close to yours and see 

what fall planning looks like with 

neighboring parishes 

(virtual/gathered/hybrid models).   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88453003034?pwd=aGFKVlRYM3ZYSVlEbENySWx5M0dUZz09


 I encourage you to be in constant contact with your neighbors during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  This networking is essential for us to learn from each other and provide a 

compassionate ear when things are tough.  

 As I have shared this summer, have the posture that it is not “if” COVID-19 will impact 

your parish community, but “when” COVID-10 will impact your parish community.  

Planning for this in your own parish and with neighboring colleagues is the key.  

 Please contact Adam Storey, Justin White, or me if you have any questions related to 

regathering and Return to Learn.  Every call helps each of us at the Diocese and we hope 

helps you as you discern what is best for your community.     

 

Webinar Opportunity on Tuesday September 22 or Thursday September 24 at 2:30 pm 

CDT – Am I Supposed to Close My Eyes – Leading Prayer Online: 
 

What will be covered: 

 Key considerations for planning prayer 

online 

 Tech tips for optimizing the prayer 

experience 

 Ideas for leading traditional prayers 

(Examen, Lectio Divina, Rosary) and other 

prayer forms 

 

Register in advance for this webinar: 

 

When: Tuesday Sep 22, 2020 03:30 PM Eastern Time 

Topic: Am I Supposed to Close My Eyes?  Leading Prayer Online 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BQU8N8u2QpGkIfdm5yFSng  

or 

When: Thursday Sep 24, 2020 03:30 PM Eastern Time 

Rebroadcast of 9/22 Recording with Live Q & A. 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RkBm6uFfT8CsLNTp9g-V_Q  

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

webinar.  Please feel free to share with other catechist, teachers, and leaders. 

 

Amy McEntee earned her MA in Theological Studies from the University 

of Dayton and has ministry experience in the areas of faith formation for 

children, youth and adults.  She has presented locally and nationally, 

particularly in the areas of catechist formation, young adult ministry and 

technology in ministry.   Currently she is the project manager for RCL 

Benziger, a reluctant runner and avid reader.  She lives with her husband 

Patrick in Dayton Ohio. 
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Faithful Citizenship Video from the Saint Joseph Educational Center and the Iowa 

Catholic Conference: 
 

Today’s e-newsletter includes a flyer from Tom Quinlan from the 

Saint Joseph Educational Center who worked with Tom Chapman 

from the Iowa Catholic Conference on a Faithful Citizenship 

information video.  The link to the video is found in the flyer.  The 

flyer is formatted in Word, pdf, and an image file so you can share it 

with your parish community.    

 

For more information contact Tom. 

 

 

 

October Important Dates: 
 

 October 1 – Respect Life, Disability Awareness, and Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month Begins (Domestic Violence Awareness Resource attached in this e-newsletter e-

mail.  Here is a link for a Prayer for Life and a Prayer for Priests.) 

 October 1 – Saint Therese of Lisieux, doctor of the Church and virgin 

 October 2 – Memorial of the Guardian Angels 

 October 4 – Respect Life Sunday  

 October 5 – Blessed Francis Xavier, priest 

 October 7 – Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary 

 October 12 – Indigenous People’s Day 

 October 15 – Saint Teresa of Jesus , doctor of the Church and virgin 

 October 17 – Saint Ignatius of Antioch, bishop and martyr 

 October 18 – World Mission Sunday 

 October 23 – Saint John of Capistrano, priest 

 October 28 – Saints Simon & Jude, apostles 

 

 
 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 
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